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eldest brother, who alone was permitted to marry.    The
defence of the country was at first committed to the younger
brethren, but as these showed aversion to a duty that was not
sacerdotal, no less than to a life of celibacy, their patron
proceeded to the north and procured a colony of martial race
who agreed to form the army, to cultivate the soil, and to
allow their women to cohabit with the Brahmans, to whom
the ordinance of marriage had been denied.    These new-
comers, the Nairs, were of the Aryan stock, but had so far
dispensed with the rules of that community as  to think
scorn of the same ceremony for themselves, living in concu-
binage, and allowing their property to  descend to their
sisters* sons.    The land already belonged to the Brahmans,
who held it as their jamna, or birthright;  the N"airs, who
agreed to cultivate it, were to retain one-third of the produce
for their own  support, on a  tenure styled  Jcdnam,  from
Ttan, the eye, on account of its holder being the visible
occupant.     The   Brahmans  then   established   a   form  of
republican    government,   presided   over    by   a    Rakslia
purusha,  or   protector.      In   the   third   century   of   the
Christian  era the practice  of  electing a protector from
amongst the natives of the country was given up, and illus-
trious foreigners, generally members of a great dynasty in
the neighbouring Karnatic country, were appointed to the
office for a term of years, at first three, then twelve.    The
last of these rulers, after shaking off the Brahman yoke and
establishing an absolute monarchy^ is represented as resign-
ing his throne, dividing the lands,  the appanage of his
sovereignty, amongst his  Nair courtiers, and retiring to
Mecca to adopt the religion of Muhammad.    From that
time, except so far as European nations had secured the
cession of certain places on the coast, Malabar remained at
peace under its native rajahs, till subjugated by Hyder Ali
in the  eighteenth  century.     His  first  descent  into  the
country was an expedition for plunder in 1760.    Six years